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President’s Letter
Preston Shimer

When was the first time that you saw a goat?  I grew up in suburban New Jersey. My school for 
grades one and two had a caretaker named Yocki who lived on the property and took care of the 
school’s horse and two goats. I can remember the day when I was standing in front of the horse 
and he put his front hoofs on my shoulders and jumped over me. Neither of us was hurt but one 
was a bit surprised.  All three animals eliminated the need for cutting the grass on the soccer 
field and around the school buildings.  No one thought much about it:  it worked and it seemed 
very natural.  As students, we got to pet the goats and to become very comfortable with 
animals.  That was 1946-48.

During the intervening years, our standards for caring for open spaces have changed and today 
the expectation is that soccer fields, school lawns, and open spaces will be kept in shape with 
industrial mowers and chemicals. Our kids go to petting zoos to see goats and horses. These 
standards may not be the best and could change. Our region is beginning to explore more 
natural ways of controlling invasive plants and maintaining open spaces. In this modern age, 
entrepreneurs are always looking for new business opportunities. It turns out that goats are a 
very cost effective method for clearing land of unwanted vegetation. The new business model 
enables a customer with the need to rid an area of undesirable vegetation to bring goats to the 
site, confine their range with temporary fences, and let the goats at it. Goats naturally eat just 
about anything, fully digest what they eat, including any seeds that are present, and leave the 
area with compost (poop) that is quickly absorbed into the soil at the first rain.  The City of 
Pittsburgh rented goats to clear the steep slopes on Polish Hill of ugly, out of control weed 
infestation before restoring the area with desirable plantings and its trail system. (If you are in 
the area, take a look at the hillside.)  Our research has found many good examples on the east 
coast of goats at work.

In the last CLS newsletter, I suggested that we might use goats in Boyce Mayview Park to help 
clear the invasive plants such as knotweed, multi-flora rose, Garlic Mustard, etc. which are 
crowding out the native plants.  The idea resonated with some of our readers and encouraged us 
to explore the goat option in greater detail.

The featured speaker at our annual meeting on November 18 is John Connelly, the President of
Grazing Green Goats a goat rental service based in Hershey. We want to learn the facts about 
using goats for invasive plant control and the nitty-gritty details of what is involved. Local 
leadership in our township have agreed to attend the meeting. Our neighbors including the 
Allegheny Land Trust, Mt. Lebanon, South Fayette and Peters, who have expressed interested, 
will be encouraged to send representatives to hear Mr. Connelly.  Most importantly, you, our 
members, are urged to come to the annual meeting, to meet John Connelly and learn about 
goats and targeted grazing. It may be that we will find a new way to improve our natural areas 
with the restoration of native plants and save a whole lot of tax payer money in the process.

Put 7:30PM November 18, 2014 Upper St. Clair Municipal Building, Library Multi-Purpose Room
on your calendar.  Hope to see you there.

www.usccls.org
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Thank you
The Outdoor Classroom 10th Anniversary

The Outdoor Classroom, based in Boyce Mayview Park, provides first-rate environmental 
education to more than 13,000 children and adults each year.  Ten years ago, members 
of USC CLS were actively engaged in planning and developing the curriculum for the 
educational programs used by the center.  On October 8, 2014 The Outdoor Classroom 
held a party to recognize its ten years of progress and to raise funds. The CLS board of 
directors believed that we should show our organization’s long time support with a 
contribution at this event.  Our tradition is to reach out to our members for concurrence 
and participation.  The board offered to match donations dollar for dollar up to $2,500.

You responded with generosity!
In the end, the members’ donation of $5,835 plus the CLS match of $2,500 enabled a

total gift of $8,335.

All made possible by the following donors. Sincere thanks to each of you!

Terry Abbott
Kelly & Dane Bakayza
David Bayne
Sam Bertenthal
Larry & Nancy Burke
Pam Burrett
Richard & Marie Byrne
Ron & Linda Campbell
Janice Celedonia
Kristen Diehl
Tom & Elise Drake
Don & Dottie Firestone
Jan & Alan Fleckenstein
Chauncey & Magdaline Frazier
John & Lois Fussell
Janice Hampton
Neil & Paula Holmes
David Inman
Rick & Pat Jacobs
Bill & Vicky Judd
Dwight & Margaret Keating
Bill & Pana Lang
Paul & Jane Lienhardt
Dale & Carol Logan

Colleen & Kevin Lucas
John & Katie Lynch
Ed Lyness
Rob & Nan MacLachlan
Robert & Mary Lee Maloy
Bonnie & Paul McKeown
Suzanne McNally
Charles & Rachel Mertz
Ed and Deb Moretti
George & Diane Morris
Ruthann Omer
Robert & Rose Orchowski
Kristin & Tom Page
Nancy & Paul Page
Carmen Patrick Putorti & Dawn A. Predmore
Sam & Mary Rockwell
Preston & Annette Shimer
Al Steele
Becky & John Surma
Jeff Wagner & Bonne Kwolek
TA Ward
Jamie Callan & Adele Weitz
John & Becky Yanak



Fall 2014 USCCLS                                                                           3

2014 Christmas Bird Count
Nancy Page

Are you planning your holiday events already? We 
hope you will include the Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count on your calendar. It is a busy time, but one 
way to remove stress is by getting out in nature. The 
Bird count is a pleasant and helpful way to do that. 
This year the count will be held on December 20th. 
We will meet at 8:30 am at the Boyce Mayview Park 
Community Gardens. Each person participating is 
considered a citizen scientist for Audubon and helps 
in counting the avian population that is in the area 
on that day. The count is compiled and sent to 
Audubon and it becomes a part of a much larger 
compilation and is used to help determine many 
facts about bird populations. We welcome all who 
are interested, young and old. We are eager for 
more birders with birding skill to join us. This is the 
14th year of the Pittsburgh South Bird Circle’s 
Christmas Bird Count. Come join with us and also 
plan to come to the chili dinner in the evening when 
we add all the numbers together. If you plan to join 
the count or have any questions, please contact
Nancy Page, 412-221-4795 or nanpaul@verizon.net

It‘s a great day won’t you join us?

2014 CLS Annual meeting
You Can’t Bleat That

CLS is excited to welcome John Connelly 
of Grazing Green Goats of Hershey, PA. 
as our speaker for our annual meeting.  
John markets his herd of goats as a 
green landscaping alternative. These 
landscapers are efficient, green and cute, 
too.  Goats love to eat poison ivy, multi-
flora rose and briars.  They work 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  John, “The
Goat Guy” and founder of Grazing Green 
Goats will answer all your questions 
about these amazing animals and what 
they can do for our landscapes.  Do you 
think we could use goats instead of 
chemicals in our parks?  Please join us to 
welcome John to Pittsburgh.

Members and guests are welcome. 
Refreshments and fellowship will 

follow the program.

Lighting the playing fields at Boyce Mayview Park
Preston Shimer

The lead article on the CLS website provides background information on the environmental impacts 
of lighting sports fields. There is no question that providing fields lights enables athletic activities to 
continue after sundown and enables working adults to participate in sporting events more readily.  
There is a minority that wonders about keeping young children up late to play sports when, without 
lights, they would be home, doing homework and getting to bed earlier. And there is another part 
of the community that is concerned about the way night lighting effects the humans and animals 
that live within the lighted areas. CLS is, and has been, part of the community that did not want to 
light the fields because of the likely impact on the wildlife that inhabit this park.

Township leadership has approved and budgeted for providing field lighting.  Efforts have been 
made to be sensitive to the environmental impact on the neighborhoods, both human and wildlife.  
The engineering specifications call for mounting the lights on poles high enough to enable directly 
lighting field areas and not adjacent areas. This should reduce the light spilling into natural areas in 
the park. The plan is to limit the use of lights to fall and spring seasons. The intention is to turn the 
lights on only when needed. 

Past experience with township control over lighting suggests that intentions may be better than
reality. The lights at the Morton Complex have remained on long after players have left the fields 
and neighbors report the same experience at other lighted locations. One reason is that the lights 
are controlled centrally and activated based on a pre-set schedule, not by the on-site users of a 
given field. This centrally controlled schedule does not seem conducive to minimizing the use of 
lights. One improvement would be to have on-site users securely activate and deactivate lights as 
needed.  Additionally, users might be required to contribute directly for lighting costs. Charges
would start when the lights go on and stop when lights go off. Encouraging the user community to 
extinguished lights at the close of play would enhance natural darkness for surrounding neighbors, 
human and wild.  It is not too late to encourage this approach.
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Tuesday November 18th

CLS Annual Meeting
7:30PM Upper St. Clair Municipal Building, Library Multi-Purpose Room

Speaker: John Connelly, Founder Grazing Green Goats
www.grazinggreengoats.com

Subject: Targeted grazing for invasive species management

Saturday December 20th

Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Meet at 8:30am at the Boyce Mayview Park Community Gardens

Call or e-mail Nancy Page, 412-221-4795 or nanpaul@verizon.net to RSVP 
or for additional information about to bird count.

www.grazinggreengoats.com

